
  
 

	

 

FALL	SEMESTER	2016	
ENGLISH	3345/S10	
Diasporic	Literatures:	“Bridges,	Not	Walls”	
Mondays,	10:00am-12:50pm	in	Fir	328	
Instructor:	Greg	Chan	
	

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
What	do	a	chauffeur	with	an	American	Dream,	a	Sansei	girl	growing	up	in	
an	internment	camp,	and	a	clerk	who	awakens	one	morning	as	a	giant	
cockroach	have	in	common?	These	individuals	are	literary	embodiments	
of	diasporas:	contingents	made	up	of	displaced,	minority,	or	immigrant	
groups	in	the	postcolonial	world.	The	challenge	of	straddling	cultures,	a	
part	of	postcolonial	“becoming,”	will	be	of	central	concern	in	English	3345.	
As	students	immerse	themselves	in	writings	from	the	Asian,	South	Asian,	
Jewish,	LGBTQ+,	and	African	communities,	they	will	study	the	historical	
movements	that	transformed	these	groups	into	diasporas:	genocide,	war,	
migration,	immigration,	refugee	claims,	asylum,	exclusion	laws,	
internment	camps,	civil	rights,	and	the	American	Dream.	How	do	people	of	
these	diasporas	negotiate	the	cultural	divide	at	the	core	of	their	identities?	
To	provide	a	broad	understanding	of	disaporic	literature,	English	3345	
will	have	a	multi-genre	approach.	Novels,	drama,	short	fiction,	speeches,	
and	essays	will	be	part	of	the	mix,	with	classwork	divided	between	
lectures	and	group	discussion.	
	
REQUIRED	TEXTS		

§ Badami,	Anita	Rau.	Tamarind	Mem.		Toronto:	Viking/Penguin,	
1996.							

§ Choy,	Wayson.	The	Jade	Peony.	Toronto:	Douglas	&	McIntyre,	1995.	
§ Hansberry,	Lorraine.		A	Raisin	in	the	Sun.		New	York:	Vintage,	

2004.*		
§ Kafka,	Franz.		“The	Metamorphosis.”		Translated	by	Ian	Johnston.		

Planet	PDF,	1996.*	
§ Kogawa,	Joy.		Obasan.		Toronto:	Penguin	Canada,	1981.	
§ Proulx,	Annie.		“Brokeback	Mountain.”		Close	Range:	Wyoming	

Stories.		New	York:	Charles	Schribners’	Sons,	1999.*	
															(*online	readings)	

	

 
"The	formation	of	a	
diaspora	could	be	
articulated	as	the	

quintessential	journey	
into	becoming;	a	
process	marked	by	

incessant	regoupings,	
recreations,	and	

reiteration.	Together,	
these	stressed	actions	
strive	to	open	up	new	
spaces	of	discursive	
and	performative	

postcolonial	
consciousness."	

	
-Okwui Enwezor		

 

604-599-2182  |  @ greg.chan@kpu.ca  |  mykwantlen.ca/ENGL3345  |  @ENGL 3345 

!  M, 1:00-2:00PM/T, 3:00-4:00PM/W, 4:00-5:00PM/R, 1:00-2:00PM in Fir 313 (or by appointment) 



									ASSIGNMENTS		
	

	

		 	
	

	
Reading	Quizzes	
Due:	x5	throughout	the	semester	
Value:	10%	
These	pop	quizzes	are	designed	to	test	your	knowledge	of	the	course	readings.	In	varying	formats—
multiple	choice,	short	answer,	matching,	and	true	or	false—they	will	be	time-limited	assignments.	Quizzes	
will	happen	in	class	and	online.	

	

		 	

	
Field	Study	
Due:	October	3rd	
Value:	25%	
Choosing	from	one	of	four	projects,	you	will	conduct	field	research	on	a	diaspora.	Your	options	will	
include	a	report	on	Joy	Kogawa’s	launch	of	her	new	book,	Gently	to	Nagasaki	(VPL,	September	22nd);	a	
photo	essay	on	a	guided	tour	of	Hastings	Park	1942	(Hastings	Park,	September	23rd	);	a	review	of	Crossing	
Boundaries:	Writing	the	Diaspora	panel	discussion	at	the	LiterAsian	Festival	(VPL,	September	23rd);	or	an	
interactive	StoryMapJS	(https://storymap.knightlab.com/)	for	Obasan	or	The	Jade	Peony	(various	
Vancouver	locations,	self-guided,	various	dates).	

	

	 	

	
Midterm	Exam	or	Group	Digital	Project	
Due:	October	24th	
Value:	20%	
You	will	either	sit	for	an	in-class	midterm	exam,	consisting	of	quotation	analysis	x2	plus	a	5-6	page	essay,	
or	complete	a	digital	humanities	project:	author	a	glossary	of	non-English	terms	used	in	Obasan,	Tamarind	
Mem	or	The	Jade	Peony	accompanied	by	a	Works	Cited	page;	compile	a	descriptive	annotated	bibliography	
of	resources	to	accompany	the	documentaries	Migrant	Dreams,	The	Pass	System	or	After	Spring	for	the	
KDocs	Film	Festival	screening	in	February;	or	design	a	game	of	interactive	fiction	from	a	supporting	
character’s	POV	in	Obasan,	Tamarind	Mem	or	A	Raisin	in	the	Sun	using	Twine	software	(twinery.org).	

	

	

	
Weekly	Blogging	+	Tweeting	or	Research	Essay	
Due:	November	21st	
Value:	30%	
For	this	assignment,	you	will	choose	one	of	the	following	activities:	maintain	a	blog	through	the	ENGL	
3345	website	(posting	a	450-500	word	reflection	on	course	readings	and	topics	every	Monday	from	
Week	2	to	Week	11)	while	simultaneously	tweeting	(3	140-character	posts	per	week)	OR	write	a	5-6	
page	MLA-style	research	essay	on	one	of	the	major	texts	(Obasan,	Tamarind	Mem,	The	Jade	Peony	or	A	
Raisin	in	the	Sun)	featuring	support	from	8-10	secondary	sources.	Note	that	one	of	the	essay	topics	will	
involve	writing	a	story	of	migration	in	collaboration	with	a	Syrian	refugee	based	in	Surrey	(via	the	Ethar	
Organization).	

	

		 	

	
Final	Exam	
Due:	TBA	
Value:	15%	
Your	final	exam	will	cover	all	of	the	course	readings	and	topics.	Format	TBA.	

Complete information 
on all of these assignments 
will be posted on the course 
website 



COURSE POLICIES AND CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 
v Attendance and participation: Regular as well as punctual attendance is 

mandatory for English 3345.  It furthers the student’s cumulative 
understanding of course material, enables the student to be actively involved 
in class discussions, and indicates the student’s commitment to the course. 
Punctuality will not only reflect well on the student, it will also prevent 
disruptions to class work already underway. Out of respect to your instructor 
and classmates, latecomers are asked to knock and wait for entrance to the 
class. In consideration of others, cell phones are not to be used during class 
hours; please turn off or mute ringers before coming to class and refrain from 
checking or taking messages during class. Laptops are to be used for 
notetaking only; please refrain from using them to surf or check email during 
class time. Respecting these classroom requirements will contribute to a better 
learning environment for all, so your cooperation is appreciated. 

 
v Late assignments: In the interest of fairness to students who work hard to 

meet deadlines, course work not submitted at the start of class on its due date 
automatically receives a grade of zero. (Computer or printer problems will 
not be considered reasons for not observing an assignment deadline.) This 
includes take home as well as in-class work, for which there are no extensions 
or make-ups. An extenuating circumstance is the only possible exception. If 
there is a legitimate and serious reason why you will not be able to submit 
your work on time, please inform me of it in advance (a doctor’s note or other 
documentation will usually be required at this point.) Assignments submitted 
via email, fax, my mailbox, my office, or the assignment drop-box will not be 
graded; grades for assignments that do not follow format requirements will 
be withheld and could result in a fail. 

 
v Plagiarism: It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with Kwantlen’s 

Plagiarism and Cheating Policy, available at 
<www.kwantlen.bc.ca/calendar/honesty.pdf>. Be advised that the 
university is equipped with plagiarism software, such that instructors can 
quickly verify whether papers contain undocumented material from the 
Internet or elsewhere. If you have any questions about how to document 
sources properly (using MLA style), please ask and/or refer to the Buckley 
textbook. Work suspected of plagiarism will involve the student meeting with 
the instructor to discuss it. If it is verified as plagiarized work, it will 
automatically receive a grade of zero and be recorded by the Registrar in the 
student’s file. 

 
 
 



v Assignment standards: Careful craftsmanship counts. With that in mind, all 
course work must meet some standard requirements. Your assignments 
should always be: 

1. Word processed (for all take home work) and double-spaced 
2. Documented MLA style to avoid plagiarism (see 

http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/hacker-lars-mla.pdf) 
3. Thoroughly proofread for content, structure, and expression 
4. Originally titled 
5. Submitted with an MLA style information block identifying the 

student’s name, student number, course, section number, 
instructor, assignment name, and date of submission  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



GRADING STANDARDS 
 

 
Letter Grade/ 

Percentage/GPA 

 
Definition 

A+=90 to100 (4.33) Exceptional in all respects, this work is characterized by its impeccable 
presentation, its well-developed ideas, and its engaging style. Controlled and 
consistent. 

A=85 to 89 (4.00) Outstanding in terms of ideas and presentation, this work is only held back 
by a few minor errors. Incisive. 

A-=80 to 84 (3.67) A superior effort. Reveals individual, intelligent thought and sophisticated 
expression of ideas, though it falls short of its potential. Creative. 

B+=76 to 79 (3.33) Above average work characterized by its strong content, style, and 
expression. Imaginative and consistent, but lacking the sharpness and 
individuality of a first class essay. 

B=72 to 75 (3.0) A solid achievement. Despite some difficulties with development & 
expression, this is a thoughtful piece of work. 

B-=68 to 71 (2.67) Competent work that demonstrates clear understanding of the topic and 
makes many good points. Held back by some significant composition errors. 

C+=64 to 67 (2.33) Reasonably competent work notable for its grasp of assignment guidelines. 
However, evident errors in organization, development, and grammar 
interfere with this paper’s content. 

C=60 to 63 (2.0) Satisfactory work that fulfills the basic requirements of the assignment. 
Significantly impaired by errors in development, organization, and grammar. 

C-=56 to 59 (1.67) Marginal performance; shows that the writer has tried to respond to the 
assignment. This grade and those below it do not permit students to pursue 
more advanced courses. 

D=50 to 55 (1.0) This work reveals minimal competence. Final grades in this range do not 
qualify for transfer credit. 

F=0 to 49 (0) This work fails to meet course requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH 3345/S10: September to December 2016 
 
This is a tentative outline that we will modify throughout the term according to the 
needs and interests of the class.  Keep it up to date, as topics, readings and due dates are 
subject to change.  
 

 

v Course	Introduction	
v The	Japanese	Canadian	Diaspora	
v The	War	Measure	Act:	“Resident	Aliens”	and	Internment	Camps	

	
Kogawa’s	Obasan	(Chapters	1-13)	

 

v Post-war	Resettlement	and	Repatriation	
Writing	the	War	Child	
	
Kogawa’s	Obasan	(Chapters	14-27)		

 

v Redress	for	Japanese	Canadians	
v The	South	Asian	Diaspora 

 
Kogawa’s	Obasan	(Chapters	28-39);	Badami’s	Tamarind	Mem	(pp.	1-97)	
 

 

v Field	Study	Assignment	due	
v Mulit-generational	Narratives	

	
Badami’s	Tamarind	Mem	(pp.	97-188)	
	

 

Thanksgiving	–	no	class	

 

v Flashbacks	&	Narrative	Structure 
v Memory	and	‘Home’ 

	
Badami’s	Tamarind	Mem	(188-266)	
 

 

v Group	Digital	Project	or	Midterm	Exam	
v The	African	American	Diaspora	
v The	Great	Migration	

	
Hansberry’s	A	Raisin	in	the	Sun	(Act	I)	
	

 

v The	African	American	Diaspora	
v “The	American	Dream”	
v Modern	Applications:	Black	Lives	Matter	Movement	

	
Hansberry’s	A	Raisin	in	the	Sun	(Acts	II-IV) 



 

v The	Chinese	Canadian	Diaspora	
v The	Innocent	Eye	Narrator	
v Welcome	to	Gum	Shan:	Head	Tax	and	Chinese	Exclusion	Laws	

	
Hansberry’s	A	Raisin	in	the	Sun	(Act	V);	Choy’s	The	Jade	Peony	(Part	One)	

 

v The	Socialization	of	Boys	
v LGBTQ+	Diaspora	

	
Choy’s	The	Jade	Peony	(Part	Two);	Proulx’s	“Brokeback	Mountain”	

 

v Blogging/Tweeting	Finale	or	Research	Essay	
v Multiculturalism/Assimilation	

	
Choy’s	The	Jade	Peony	(Part	Three)	

 

v The	Jewish	Diaspora	
Magic	Realism	and	the	Kafkaesque	
	
Kafka’s	“The	Metamorphosis”	

 

v Course	Review 
v Exam	Preparation 

 
 

"   September 12th is the last day to withdraw without receiving a “W” on your 
transcript; October 29th is the last day to withdraw from a semester course with a 
“W” grade. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
ü     good point 
 
X    no; error 
 
#     punctuation error 
 
$     unclear point 
 

∅   delete 
 

∨     missing part 
 

    capitalize 
 
 
 
DICTION/WORD CHOICE 
 
ww    wrong word 
 
w?    word doesn’t fit context 
 
wordy   idea expressed in too many words -- simplify 
 
nsw    no such word; consult dictionary 
 
sp    spelling error 
 
typo    typographical error 
 
sl    slang phrase 
 
    combine as one word (e.g. life   style) 
 
 /     separate as two words (e.g. even/though) 

 

ENGLISH MARKING SYMBOLS 



 
 
 
 
PHRASING 
 
id    incorrect or faulty idiomatic phrasing 
 
awk    awkward construction 
 
F    filler/deadwood: unnecessary words 
 
red    redundant 
 
rep    repetitive 
  
syn    syntax/faulty word order 
 
    reverse word order 
 
SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION 
 
[       ]    faulty construction 
 
SS    sentence structure 
 
mm    misplaced modifier 
 
dm    dangling modifier 
 
frag    sentence fragment 
 
CS    comma splice 
 
RO    run-on sentence 
 
STRUCTURE & STYLE 
 
dev      develop: insufficient explanations/examples 
 
trans  weak or missing transition  
 
è    indent 
 
¶    new paragraph needed 
 
POV    wrong point of view/shift in point of view 
 
ds    double space 
 
ts    topic sentence: weak or missing 



 
org    organization problem 
 
BASIC GRAMMAR 
 
agr    agreement error  
 
art    missing article (a, an or the) 
 
V    verb form or sequence error 
 
vt    verb tense error 
 
ps    wrong part of speech 
 
u    uncountable noun: remove the ‘s’ 
 
prep    preposition error 
 
sing    singular  
 
pl    plural  
 
Ref?    vague, unclear or incorrect pronoun reference 
 
//    faulty parallelism 
 
coh    coherence 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
Q quotation error: faulty integration or wrong format  
 
doc/man manuscript form: does not follow MLA conventions/faulty 

documentation/missing source 
 
WC Works Cited error 
 
alph   alphabetical order 
 
it   italics 
 
 
 
 
 


