
 
  

SUMMER	  SEMESTER	  2017	  
ENGLISH	  4401/S10	  
Topics	  in	  Canadian	  Literature	  
Cinematic	  CanLit:	  Standing	  on	  Guard	  for	  Thee	  	  
Thursdays,	  10:00am-‐‑12:50pm	  in	  Fir	  328	  
Instructor:	  Greg	  Chan	  

604-599-2182  |  @ greg.chan@kpu.ca  |  kpu.ca/mycourses/ENGL4401  |  @ENGL4401 

â M, 1:00-2:00PM/T, 9:00-9:50AM /R, 1:00-2:00PM in Fir 313 (or by appointment) 
 

COURSE	  DESCRIPTION	  
Whether	  it	  is	  from	  colonial	  invaders	  or	  America’s	  cultural	  influence,	  
Canadians	  have	  always	  been	  wary	  of	  intruding	  forces.	  They	  fortify	  what	  
Northrop	  Frye	  called	  Canada’s	  “Garrison	  Mentality”:	  an	  outward-‐‑looking,	  
defensive	  mode	  of	  survival	  for	  the	  family	  unit.	  This	  course	  explores	  the	  
legacy	  of	  this	  garrison	  in	  Canadian	  literature	  and	  film	  by	  considering	  its	  21st	  
century	  variations:	  a	  convenience	  store	  (Choi’s	  Kim’s	  Convenience);	  an	  
11’x11’	  outbuilding	  (Donoghue’s	  Room);	  an	  Alzheimer	  patient’s	  mind	  
(Munro’s	  “The	  Bear	  Came	  Over	  the	  Mountain”);	  and	  the	  homeland	  left	  
behind	  (Lawrence’s	  The	  Book	  of	  Negroes).	  To	  provide	  a	  broad	  
understanding	  of	  cinematic	  CanLit,	  English	  4401	  will	  have	  a	  multi-‐‑genre	  
approach.	  Novels,	  drama,	  short	  fiction,	  and	  film	  will	  be	  part	  of	  the	  mix,	  with	  
classwork	  divided	  between	  lectures	  and	  group	  discussion.	  
	  
REQUIRED	  TEXTS	  	  

§ Choi,	  Ins.	  	  Kim’s	  Convenience.	  	  House	  of	  Anansi,	  2012.	  
§ Donoghue,	  Emma.	  	  Room.	  	  Harper	  Collins,	  2010.	  
§ Hill,	  Lawrence.	  	  The	  Book	  of	  Negroes.	  	  Harper	  Collins,	  2007.	  
§ Munro,	  Alice.	  	  “Chance,”	  “Soon,”	  “Silence.”	  	  Runaway.	  	  Vintage,	  2005.*	  
§ -‐‑-‐‑-‐‑.	  	  “The	  Bear	  Came	  Over	  the	  Mountain.”	  	  Hateship,	  Friendship,	  

Courtship,	  Loveship,	  Marriage.	  	  McClelland	  and	  Stewart,	  2001.	  *	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  {*online	  readings}	  

REQUIRED	  VIEWING	  
§ Abrahamson,	  Lenny.	  	  Room.	  	  Elevation	  Pictures	  (2015).	  
§ Almodóvar, Pedro.  Julieta.  El Deseo (2016). 
§ CBC.	  	  Kim’s	  Convenience.	  	  Season	  1	  (2016).	  
§ CBC.	  	  The	  Book	  of	  Negroes.	  	  Miniseries	  (2015).	  	  
§ Polley,	  Sarah.	  	  Away	  from	  Her.	  	  Lionsgate	  Films	  (2006).	  

	  
“What a lost person needs is 
a map of the territory, with 
his own position marked on 
it so he can see where he is 
in relation to everything 
else. Literature is not only a 
mirror; it is also a map, a 
geography of the mind. Our 
literature is one such map, if 
we can learn to read it as 
our literature, as the product 
of who and where we have 
been. For the members of a 
country or a culture, shared 
knowledge of their place . . . 
is not a luxury but a 
necessity. Without that 
knowledge we will not 
survive.”  
 
-Margaret Atwood 
 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ASSIGNMENTS	  
	  

	  

	  	   	  
	  

Reading	  Quizzes	  
Due:	  x5	  throughout	  the	  semester	  
Value:	  10%	  
Designed	  to	  test	  your	  knowledge	  of	  course	  topics	  and	  readings,	  these	  pop	  quizzes	  will	  be	  offered	  as	  time-‐‑
limited	  assignments.	  Their	  formats	  will	  vary	  from	  multiple	  choice	  and	  short	  answer	  to	  matching,	  true	  or	  false,	  
and	  paragraph	  response.	  Most	  quizzes	  will	  happen	  in	  class,	  though	  some	  may	  occur	  online.	  
	  

	  

	  	  	  

Comparative	  Essay	  
Due:	  June	  15th	  
Value:	  20%	  
Using	  film	  adaptation	  theory,	  you	  will	  compose	  an	  essay	  that	  takes	  on	  the	  classic	  debate/false	  dilemma:	  
which	  is	  better	  –	  the	  book	  or	  the	  movie?	  Your	  comparison	  and	  contrast	  treatment	  will	  focus	  on	  either	  
Munro’s	  “The	  Bear	  Came	  over	  the	  Mountain”	  and	  Polley’s	  Away	  from	  Her	  OR	  Donoghue’s	  Room	  and	  
Abrahamson’s	  Room.	  Part	  of	  your	  paper	  should	  focus	  on	  mise-‐‑en-‐‑scene	  analysis	  of	  select	  scenes,	  which	  
means	  3-‐‑4	  images	  from	  the	  film	  in	  question	  must	  be	  integrated	  into	  your	  discussion	  along	  with	  supporting	  
scholarly	  research	  (3-‐‑5	  sources)	  documented	  MLA	  style.	  Length:	  4-‐‑4.5	  pages.	  Note	  that	  this	  assignment	  will	  
be	  submitted	  online.	  
	  

	  

	   	  

Midterm	  Exam	  
Due:	  June	  22nd	  
Value:	  25%	  
Your	  midterm	  will	  test	  your	  critical	  understanding	  of	  Canadian	  literature	  and	  film	  theory	  in	  application	  to	  “The	  
Bear	  Came	  over	  the	  Mountain”/Away	  from	  Her;	  Room	  (novel	  and	  film	  adaptation);	  and	  Kim’s	  Convenience	  (play	  
and	  TV	  serial).	  For	  this	  closed-‐‑book	  exam,	  you	  will	  complete	  two	  parts:	  I.	  Quotation	  Analysis	  (x2)	  -‐‑	  you	  will	  
explicate	  a	  passage	  from	  Munro’s	  short	  story,	  Donoghue’s	  novel	  or	  Choi’s	  play,	  giving	  it	  context	  while	  explaining	  
its	  broader	  significance	  to	  the	  literary	  and	  cinematic	  work.	  II.	  Essay	  Response:	  you	  will	  choose	  one	  essay	  topic	  
from	  five	  and	  write	  a	  critical,	  well	  supported	  argument	  in	  response.	  All	  topics	  will	  concern	  issues	  raised	  in	  class	  
lectures.	  Length:	  approximately	  five	  pages,	  double	  spaced.	  	  

	  

	  

Weekly	  Blogging	  +	  Tweeting	  or	  take-‐‑home	  Research	  Essay	  
Due:	  July	  20th	  
Value:	  30%	  
This	  assignment	  will	  be	  a	  choice	  between	  a	  traditional	  and	  a	  non-‐‑traditional	  writing	  assignment:	  
composing	  a	  5-‐‑6	  page	  MLA-‐‑style	  research	  essay	  on	  one	  or	  more	  of	  the	  major	  texts	  featuring	  support	  from	  
8-‐‑10	  secondary	  sources	  (topics	  TBA)	  OR	  maintaining	  a	  Moodle	  or	  WordPress	  blog	  (posting	  a	  450-‐‑500	  word	  
reflection	  on	  course	  readings	  and	  topics	  every	  Sunday	  from	  Week	  1	  to	  Week	  11)	  while	  simultaneously	  
tweeting	  (3	  140-‐‑character	  posts	  per	  week).	  Note	  that	  while	  blog	  entries	  and	  tweets	  are	  due	  every	  week,	  
they	  will	  be	  assessed	  cumulatively	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  semester.	  
	  

	  

	  	   	  

Final	  Exam	  
Due:	  August	  10th,	  8:30-‐‑11:30am	  in	  Fir	  328	  
Value:	  15%	  
Your	  final	  exam	  will	  cover	  all	  of	  the	  course	  readings	  and	  topics.	  Format	  TBA.	  

Complete information on  
all of these assignments will be 
posted on the course website  



COURSE POLICIES AND CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 
v   Attendance and participation: Regular, punctual attendance is mandatory for 

English 4401.  It furthers the student’s cumulative understanding of course material, 
enables the student to be actively involved in class discussions, and indicates the 
student’s commitment to the course. Punctuality will not only reflect well on the 
student, it will also prevent disruptions to class work already underway. Out of 
respect to your instructor and classmates, latecomers are asked to knock and wait 
for entrance to the class. In consideration of others, cell phones are not to be used 
during class hours; please turn off or mute ringers before coming to class and refrain 
from checking or taking messages during class. Laptops are to be used for 
notetaking only; please refrain from using them to surf or check email during class 
time. Respecting these classroom requirements will contribute to a better learning 
environment for all, so your cooperation is appreciated. 

 
v   Late assignments: In the interest of fairness to students who work hard to meet 

deadlines, course work not submitted at the start of class on its due date 
automatically receives a grade of zero. (Computer or printer problems will not be 
considered reasons for not observing an assignment deadline.) This includes take 
home as well as in-class work, for which there are no extensions or make-ups. An 
extenuating circumstance is the only possible exception. If there is a legitimate and 
serious reason why you will not be able to submit your work on time, please inform 
me of it in advance (a doctor’s note or other documentation will usually be required 
at this point.) Assignments submitted via email, fax, my mailbox, my office, or the 
assignment drop-box will not be graded; grades for assignments that do not follow 
format requirements will be withheld and could result in a fail. 

 
v   Assignment standards: Careful craftsmanship counts. With that in mind, all course 

work must meet some standard requirements. Your assignments should always be: 
1.   Word processed (for all take home work) and double-spaced 
2.   Documented MLA style to avoid plagiarism (see 

http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/hacker-lars-mla.pdf) 
3.   Thoroughly proofread for content, structure, and expression 
4.   Originally titled 
5.   Submitted with an MLA style information block identifying the 

student’s name, student number, course, section number, instructor, 
assignment name, and date of submission  

v   Diversity and Inclusivity: KPU is committed to practices that protect and 
promote diversity and inclusivity within the university community. Learn more 
about the official policy: 
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Policies/HR15%20Diversity%20and%20Inclusiven
ess%20Policy.pdf 



v   Plagiarism: You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with Kwantlen’s 
Plagiarism and Cheating Policy, available at 
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Policies/ST2%20Plagiarism%20and%20
Cheating%20Policy.pdf. If you have any questions about how to document 
sources properly (using MLA style), please consult with your instructor. Work 
suspected of plagiarism will involve the student meeting with the instructor to 
discuss it. If it is verified as plagiarized work, it will automatically receive a 
grade of zero and be recorded by the Registrar in the student’s file. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
GRADING STANDARDS 

 
 

Letter Grade/ 
Percentage/GPA 

 
Definition 

A+=90 to100 (4.33) Exceptional in all respects, this work is characterized by its impeccable 
presentation, its well-developed ideas, and its engaging style. Controlled and 
consistent. 

A=85 to 89 (4.00) Outstanding in terms of ideas and presentation, this work is only held back 
by a few minor errors. Incisive. 

A-=80 to 84 (3.67) A superior effort. Reveals individual, intelligent thought and sophisticated 
expression of ideas, though it falls short of its potential. Creative. 

B+=76 to 79 (3.33) Above average work characterized by its strong content, style, and 
expression. Imaginative and consistent, but lacking the sharpness and 
individuality of a first class essay. 

B=72 to 75 (3.0) A solid achievement. Despite some difficulties with development & 
expression, this is a thoughtful piece of work. 

B-=68 to 71 (2.67) Competent work that demonstrates clear understanding of the topic and 
makes many good points. Held back by some significant composition errors. 

C+=64 to 67 (2.33) Reasonably competent work notable for its grasp of assignment guidelines. 
However, evident errors in organization, development, and grammar 
interfere with this paper’s content. 

C=60 to 63 (2.0) Satisfactory work that fulfills the basic requirements of the assignment. 
Significantly impaired by errors in development, organization, and grammar. 

C-=56 to 59 (1.67) Marginal performance; shows that the writer has tried to respond to the 
assignment. This grade and those below it do not permit students to pursue 
more advanced courses. 

D=50 to 55 (1.0) This work reveals minimal competence. Final grades in this range do not 
qualify for transfer credit. 

F=0 to 49 (0) This work fails to meet course requirements. 

 
 



ENGLISH	  4401	  SCHEDULE:	  May	  to	  August	  2017	  
 
This is a tentative outline that we will modify throughout the term according to the needs and 
interests of the class.  Keep it up to date, as topics, readings, and due dates are subject to change.  
 

Week 
One: 
May 11 

v   Course Introduction 
v   Frye’s Garrison Mentality 
v   Short Fiction, Realism & Alice Munro 

 
Munro, “The Bear Came Over the Mountain” (online reading) 

Week 
Two: 
May 18 

v   Film Adaptation Theory 
Cinematic Styles: Realism, Classicism & Formalism 
Mise-en-scène Intentionality: Shots, Angles, Lighting & Colour 
 
Polley, Away from Her 

Week 
Three: 
May 25 

v   Cinema Vérité & Mimesis 
v   The Innocent Eye Narrator 
v   The Voyeurism of Film Spectatorship 

Donoghue, Room (“Presents” & “Unlying”); Abrahamson, Room (Part I) 
 

Week 
Four: 
June 1 

v   Online lecture 
v   Comparative Essay due (*online submission) 
 

Donoghue, Room (“Dying”) 
 

Week 
Five: 
June 8 

v   Intruders, Canadian Survival & Metaphorical Garrisons 
v   The Five-Act Plot Structure 
v   Foucault’s Heterotopias: ‘Room,’ ‘Outside,’ ‘TV’ 
 

Donoghue, Room (“After” & “Living”); Abrahamson, Room (Part II) 
 

Week Six: 
June 15 

v   The Asian Canadian Diaspora 
v   Protecting Immigrant Family Values 
v   Transmedia Storytelling 

 
Choi, Kim’s Convenience; CBC’s Kim’s Convenience (select episodes) 
 

Week 
Seven: 
June 22 

v   Prototypes, not Stereotypes: The Kim Family & Everyone’s Corner Store 
v   “The (Canadian) Dream” 
v   #CanadianMulticulturalismDay 
v   Midterm Exam (1.5 hours) 

 
Choi, Kim’s Convenience; CBC’s Kim’s Convenience (select episodes) 
 



Week 
Eight: 
June 29 

v   The African Canadian Diaspora 
v   Historical (Non) Fiction: Atlantic Slave Trade 
v   #Canada150 

 
Hill, The Book of Negroes 
 

Week 
Nine: 
July 6 

v   The Diasporic Return 
v   Serialization, Miniseries & CBC Programming 

 
Hill, The Book of Negroes 
 

Week 
Ten: 
July 13 

v   Social Identity Theory: “Someone Knows My Name” 
v   From Racial Uplift to Black Lives Matter 

 
Hill, The Book of Negroes 

Week 
Eleven: 
July 20 

v   Adaptation: Short Fiction to Screenplay 
v   Blog/Tweets or Research Essay due 

 
Munro, “Chance”, “Soon” 

Week 
Twelve: 
July 27 

v   Found in Translation: Transnational Storytelling 
 
Munro, “Silence”; Almodóvar, Julieta 
 

Week 
Thirteen: 
August 3 

v   Course Review 
v   Exam Preparation 

 
 

Æ   May 31st is the last day to withdraw without receiving a “W” on your transcript; July 25th 
is the last day to withdraw from a semester course with a “W” grade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
ü    good point 
 
X    no; error 
 
è    punctuation error 
 
s    unclear point 
 

Æ   delete 
 

Ú     missing part 
 

    capitalize 
 
 
 
DICTION/WORD CHOICE 
 
ww    wrong word 
 
w?    word doesn’t fit context 
 
wordy   idea expressed in too many words -- simplify 
 
nsw    no such word; consult dictionary 
 
sp    spelling error 
 
typo    typographical error 
 
sl    slang phrase 
 
    combine as one word (e.g. life   style) 
 
 /     separate as two words (e.g. even/though) 

 

ENGLISH MARKING SYMBOLS 



 
PHRASING 
 
id    incorrect or faulty idiomatic phrasing 
 
awk    awkward construction 
 
F    filler/deadwood: unnecessary words 
 
red    redundant 
 
rep    repetitive 
  
syn    syntax/faulty word order 
 
    reverse word order 
 
SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION 
 
[       ]    faulty construction 
 
SS    sentence structure 
 
mm    misplaced modifier 
 
dm    dangling modifier 
 
frag    sentence fragment 
 
CS    comma splice 
 
RO    run-on sentence 
 
STRUCTURE & STYLE 
 
dev      develop: insufficient explanations/examples 
 
trans  weak or missing transition  
 
è    indent 
 
¶    new paragraph needed 
 
POV    wrong point of view/shift in point of view 
 
ds    double space 
 
ts    topic sentence: weak or missing 
 
org    organization problem 
 
BASIC GRAMMAR 



 
agr    agreement error  
 
art    missing article (a, an or the) 
 
V    verb form or sequence error 
 
vt    verb tense error 
 
ps    wrong part of speech 
 
u    uncountable noun: remove the ‘s’ 
 
prep    preposition error 
 
sing    singular  
 
pl    plural  
 
Ref?    vague, unclear or incorrect pronoun reference 
 
//    faulty parallelism 
 
coh    coherence 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
Q quotation error: faulty integration or wrong format  
 
doc/man manuscript form: does not follow MLA conventions/faulty 

documentation/missing source 
 
WC Works Cited error 
 
alph   alphabetical order 
 
it   italics 
 


