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Testimonial 
Rick and Calvin recently came and spent the day at our school presenting four 
sessions to 10 classes (Gr. 9-11). Their presentation taught us about rap as 
a form of poetry and the creative process used to create good rap. They also 
demonstrated and discussed the technical aspects of producing good rap 
i.e. delivery, content, and flow. Our students and staff both came away with a 
better understanding of rap as a form of self-expression, and how “good rap” 
can make beautiful poetry. The students especially enjoyed when Rick and 
Calvin performed some of their own original work. Their presentation really was 
humorous, engaging, and inspiring. I would have them back in a heartbeat!
Michelle Hall, Librarian
Johnston Heights Secondary, SD36



 Who We Are
We are Rick “Big Love” Kumar and Calvin “Kalvonix” Tiu, known together  
as the Class Kings. Based out of Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU), we 
are fourth-year English majors/counselling minors who proudly serve as rap 
ambassadors for the English department. We have a combined 15 years of 
experience with rap and poetry, which includes performing at the Yaletown 
venue during the 2010 Winter Games, publishing our essay and rap album on 
children’s literature, and rapping at the 2014 Multicultural Heritage Festival 
at the Richmond Cultural Centre. Sharing our musical message with the larger 
community is our goal, which is why we have been sponsored by Coca-Cola to  
do outreach work in the Surrey, Richmond, and Langley school districts. 

 What We Do
Although the Frontier Poetics workshop can be customized to suit specific 
English class lesson plans, it does operate within a basic framework. We begin  
all Frontier Poetics workshops by introducing ourselves to the students, not  
only to outline our accomplishments, but to show that we are not much different 
from our audience--students with hopes. We are students facing our own 
struggles and hardships who can explain to our peers what we’re doing to survive. 
We then move through the basic tenets of rap, poetry, and spoken word. Rick 
performs a spoken word piece mid-way, and Calvin closes the workshop with a 
heartfelt rap before a question and answer session. We hope to reach out to as 
many secondary schools as we can in hopes of sharing our message: with a little 
creativity, words can empower us to be much more than we could ever imagine.

 Who It Benefits
We first began presenting Frontier Poetics to introductory creative writing 
classes at KPU. With great reviews from both professors and students, we soon 
branched out to other university English courses and most recently, to high 
school English classes. It has been a life-changing experience seeing so many 
students actively engaged in our presentation, especially when they let us know 
we have inspired them. There is no better feeling in the world than to know that 
we are making a change. Through our workshop, we hope that both teachers 
and students will embrace rap as an art form and realize just how far the written 
word can take you. Students in writing-intensive courses like English will find the 
workshop beneficial, especially as they begin to think about their options after 
high school. 

 why Frontier Poetics
Why? This is an easy question: not only will teachers get a break from their  
lesson plan, but they can learn something new as well. Students will be able to 
learn about rap and poetry in such a way that will show them that when they  
are studying poetry and the art of writing in their English classes, a lot of what 
they learn can be applied to the music they love - rap! We will illustrate how 
language has helped us form our own identities and how it can do the same for 
them. We deliver an interactive presentation that is completely dedicated to  
the importance of writing and studying liberal arts.

 How to Bring Frontier Poetics  
 to Your School
Please contact Greg Chan, Frontier Poetics’s faculty sponsor at KPU, to 
book your free workshop with Big Love and Kalvonix. Greg can be reached at 
604.599.2611 or at greg.chan@kpu.ca.
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